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Barbara Merry : Marlinspike Sailor's Arts and Crafts: A Step-by-Step Guide to Tying Classic Sailor's Knots to 
Create, Adorn, and Show Off  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Marlinspike Sailor's Arts and Crafts: A Step-by-Step Guide to Tying Classic Sailor's Knots to Create, 
Adorn, and Show Off: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Incorrect First Impression - a winner!By TXMarineRepairWhen I 
received this book I did a quick page flipping scan and my initial thought was one of disappointment. I could have 
easily forgotten about it and written it off as a marginal work. Thankfully I took the time to sit down and actually go 
through this gem. I am an old geezer sailor and sailmaker who learned "ropework" from the likes of Hervey Garrett 
Smith's "The Marlin Spike Sailor" and Brion Toss's many videos and books. And those guys set pretty high bars to 
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match. But Barbara Merry's book belongs in that same class of expert, well written and properly illustrated 
marlinspike seamanship references. Her pictures and explanations are easy to understand and follow and she provides 
details on the materials and their lengths and sizes. So my watch cap is off to Barbara! Well done....3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. Illustrations are not as good as I hoped.By BrianA good starting point but better 
resources are available online for free. I didn't find much more than I could find from a Boy Scout manual.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pattie Patterson HarperLove the book!

Discover the dozens of nautically flavored craft projects you can make with rope! You will be surprised by the fancy 
projects you can make with a square knot, a double-French hitching, or four-strand braids (a dog collar, a tool grip, 
and a decorated picture frame, respectively)! You can also tie the sailor's Turk's Head knot into a bracelet and morph a 
monkey's fist knot into a doorstop or a fun toy for your dog. Marine artisan Barbara Merry, an expert in artistic 
marlinspike seamanship skills, shows you how with Marlinspike Sailor's Knots and Crafts. With the help of her expert 
guidance, you can create more than 30 ropework projects that will add a nautical touch to your boat, RV, camp, or 
home. Here are just a few projects you can create with Marlinspike Sailor's Knots and Crafts: Companionway treads * 
Gear hammock for your bunk * Decorated carafe * Canvas ditty bag * Water bottle carrier * Manila doormat * Zipper 
pull * Swing hammock for your backyard * Key fob * Checkerboard * Reusable net shopping bag * Eyeglass case * 
Ring toss * and more Dont worry if you have never worked with rope in this way before--Barbara will take you step-
by-step through the process, from choosing and measuring materials to putting the final touches on your nautical 
project. Projects are suitable for scout troops or afterschool activities as well!

About the AuthorBarbara Merry, an internationally acclaimed marlinspike artist, is THE sailors artist. Her booth is 
popular at wooden boat shows, and she has done much in recent years to encourage the use of earth-friendly materials 
in todays ropework. Barbara is the author of The Splicing Handbook, now in its third edition. Barbara is founder and 
owner of The Marlinspike Artist. 


