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Although there are numerous legendary accounts of the important position occupied by the blacksmith, and the honors
accorded him even at a period as remote in the world's history as the time of King Solomon, strange to relate there is
no single work in the language devoted solely to the practice of the blacksmith's art. Occasional chapters on the subject
may be found, however, in mechanical books, aswell as brief essaysin encyclopedias. While fragmentary allusions to
thisimportant trade have from time to time appeared in newspapers and magazines, no one has ever attempted
anything like an exhaustive work on the subject; perhaps noneis possible. This paucity of literature concerning a
branch of the mechanic arts, without which other trades would cease to exist from lack of proper tools, cannot be
attributed to awant of intelligence on the part of the disciples of Vulcan. It is perfectly safe to assert, that in this
respect blacksmiths can hold their own with mechanics in any other branch of industry. From their ranks have sprung
many distinguished men.Tags: iron hammer anvil tool blacksmithing inches inch tongs blacksmith round fire steel
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